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Claims : 

1 . A purified polypeptide comprising the amino acid sequence depicted in SEQ ID No. 7 or a 
sequence possessing at least 80% similarity thereto. 

2. An isolated polypeptide of at least 15 contiguous amino acids of the polypeptide of claim 1. 

3. An antibody specific for the polypeptide of claim 1 or 2. 

4. An antibody as claimed in claim 3 which is a monoclonal antibody. 

5. A purified polynucleotide comprising a nucleic acid sequence encoding the polypeptide 
depicted in SEQ ID No. 7 or a sequence possessing at least 80% identity thereto. 

6. A polynucleotide of at least 15 nucleotides in length, which polynucleotide is capable of 
specifically hybridising to a nucleic acid sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ED Nos. 1, 3, 5 or 6, or a sequence complementary to any of said sequences. 

7. An expression vector comprising the polynucleotide of claim 5. 

8. A host cell which contains an expression vector according to claim 7. 

9. A method for producing the polypeptide of claim 1 , comprising: 

(a) culturing a host cell according to claim 8 under conditions suitable for the expression of 
said polypeptide, and 

(b) recovering said polypeptide from the host cell or cell culture. 

10. Use of the polypeptide of claim 1 in an assay to identify compounds that inhibit 
phosphomevalonate kinase (PMK) activity. 

1 1. A method of identifying compounds that modulate the activity of PMK, comprising: 

(a) contacting a test compound with a polypeptide according to claim 1, and 

(b) determining the effect that the test compound has on the activity of the polypeptide. 

12. A compound identified by the method of claim 1 1 . 

1 3. A method for detecting or diagnosing the presence of Candida albicans in a test sample, 
comprising contacting the sample with an agent capable of detecting a polypeptide 
possessing the amino acid sequence depicted in SEQ ID No. 7 or a sequence possessing at 
least 80% similarity thereto, or a nucleic acid sequence encoding the polypeptide depicted 
in SEQ ID No. 7 or a sequence possessing at least 80% identity thereto. 

14. A method as claimed in claim 13 wherein the presence of the nucleic acid is detected 
using an oligonucleotide primer or probe capable of selectively hybridising to the said 
polynucleotide. 

15. A diagnostic kit for detecting the presence of C. albicans comprising: one or more 
diagnostic probe(s) and/or diagnostic primer(s) and/or antibodies capable of selectively 
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hybridising or binding to the polynucleotide of claim 6 or the polypeptide of claim 1, and 
instructions for use. 



